March 23, 2020
The Honorable Andy Beshear
Governor of Kentucky
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
Re:

Kentucky Construction Industry and COVID-19

Dear Governor Beshear,
On behalf of the 600 member companies represented by the Associated General Contractors of Kentucky
(AGC), let me express our appreciation for your leadership in confronting the COVID-19 health crisis. We
strongly support your efforts to “flatten the curve” and initiate directives designed to protect Kentuckians.
Members of the Kentucky construction industry are committed to the health, safety and welfare of our
workforce and the public. I write to you today and ask for the continued treatment, and official
designation, of construction as an essential service for the state and encourage refrain from curtailment
of ongoing construction projects. As higher risk industries are being impacted by the spread of COVID-19,
it is important to the long-term health of Kentucky’s economy and the ongoing safety of our population
to keep the construction industry intact.
Based on input from the CDC, OSHA has developed a hierarchy of industry risk for COVID-19. The lowest
risk industries are those with workers that have “minimal occupational contact with the public and other
coworkers.” Construction jobsites are not densely populated work areas. Construction sites are a unique
workplace with their own levels of “social distancing” built in. Many workers are segregated completely
or separated by large distances. Access to jobsites is strictly controlled with the public kept out.
Additionally, safety communications are a standard part of the construction industry culture, and with the
additional guidelines developed by OSHA to address COVID-19, these communications include the extra
precautions recommended by the CDC and OSHA.
The impact of shutting down construction work in Kentucky will severely impact vital maintenance, critical
infrastructure, current security and future mobilization efforts. Worker layoffs will make it extremely
difficult for construction companies to meet the demand to maintain existing healthcare facilities and
build new ones, retrofit existing buildings for emergency use and provide new transportation corridors
for people and materials. Moreover, such a hit to the construction industry workforce in Kentucky
will undermine current and future efforts of recovery due to natural disasters. A virus pandemic does
not halt tornadoes or floods.
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Our association has encouraged all of our members to implement strict measures for the safety of their
workers and the public during this pandemic. We’ve distributed OSHA 3990-03 guidance on preparing
the workplace in light of COVID-19 and encouraged worker education. With the low-risk exposure nature
of construction related to the virus and the existing heavy emphasis on expanded industry safety protocols
for workers and the public, we urge you to recognize construction as an essential service that should be
continued during this time.
In closing please know that we seek to be a contributor to the Team Kentucky effort. We have challenged
our members to donate various forms of PPE to their local hospitals across the state. I am pleased to say
many have delivered on this request. We are formulating additional strategies that will benefit our
Commonwealth and we look forward to working with the administration going forward. Please do not
hesitate to contact me should there be an opportunity to assist.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Vincent
Executive Vice President
Associated General Contractors of Kentucky
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